He becomes Leader of the Irish Party
MacHale wrong* He travelled from London to Westport,
and addressed the meeting in icy tones which made a deeper
impression on his auditors than the passionate eloquence
of Davitt* Parnell has often been described as a poor speaker,
and, indeed, he must have seemed such to people accustomed
to the abundant rhetoric of his contemporaries, but he had
a power of riveting men's minds with a single sentence that
more ornate orators never possessed* A sentence which he
used on this occasion became the password of the Land League,
which was formally founded at the Imperial Hotel, Dublin,
on October 21, 1879. The meeting was held in a downpour
of rain before crowds which had travelled great distances to
attend it* Davitt moved a political resolution, and was
followed by a Mr* Thomas Joyce, who " examined the con-
dition of the tenure on which Adam held Paradise, and,
tracing the land question under Numa Pompilius, showed
that the present system owed its origin to William the Con-
queror*" Then Parnell moved the agrarian resolution*
" A fair rent," he said* " is a rent a tenant can reasonably
pay according to the times; but in bad times the tenant
cannot be expected to pay as much as he did in good times
three or four years ago* * * * Now, what must we do in order
to induce the landlord's to see the position ?" He paused and
surveyed the silent farmers, avidly listening to his cold*
piercing words* " You must show the landlords that you
intend to hold a firm grip on your homesteads and lands*
You must not allow yourselves to be dispossessed as you were
dispossessed in 1847* * * *** Here was no burning eloquence*
no rich rhetoric, no flow of impassioned phrases to kindle
the heart* Yet it was out of these dull, discoloured sentences
that the peasant farmers drew the slogan of the Land League:
44 Keep a Firm Grip on your Land/* Parnell was not a man
who read poetry* Once* and once only, he quoted Portia's
speech on the quality of mercy, and made a mess of it* He
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